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QATAR: LOCATION IN THE WORLD

The State of Qatar lies in the area defined as the Middle East and is part of the Asian continent.
It is located half way along the western coast of Arabian Gulf falling approximately between the
latitudes 24° 27’ and 26° 10’ North and the longitudes 50° 45’ and 51° 40’ East. The Qatari penin-
sula extends northwards covering approximately an area of 11521 sq. km, and the country
includes a number of islands, reefs and shoals in the coastal waters of the peninsula. Halul,
Shira’'wa, Al Ashat and Al Bashiria are the most well known among these. The peninsula is
approximately 185 km. in length and 85 km. in width. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates form the south south-eastern border of the country. The territorial
waters of Qatar extend approximately 95 nautical miles east and around 51 nautical miles north
into the Arabian Gulf *

The State of Qatar is a sovereign and independent Islamic Arab state. Islam is the official religion
of the country and Shari’a (Islamic law) is the principal source of legislation. Qatari people are
part of the Arab nation. The official language is Arabic and democracy is the basis for the sys-
tem of government. The State of Qatar accepts the United Nations Charter which supports the
right of all peoples and nations to self determination.

Historical Perspective :

Vestiges of the early settlements on the Qatari peninsula can be traced back to the 4th centu-
ry B.C. The Ubaid Civilization which flourished in southern Iraq and the northern parts of the
Arabian Gulf also reached the Qatar peninsula. In the 5th century B.C. Greek historian
Herodotus referred to the seafaring Canaanites as the original inhabitants of Qatar (Qatar Year
Book 1992-93). During 14th Century AD (8th Century AH), Qatar was part of the Abbasid
Caliphate, a theocratic state and experienced great economic prosperity. Qatar remained under
Turkish rule from the 16th to |9th Century AD. That came to an end in the aftermath of World
War | when the leader of Al Thani signed a protection treaty with Britain in 1916. Initially Al
Thani family settled in Al Zubarah on the northwest coast of the peninsula which became the
centre for pearl diving and trading. They later moved to Doha. During the mid-nineteenth
Century, Sheikh Mohd. Bin Thani, the head of the Al Thani family took over as the first gover-
nor of Qatar. (Michele Barrault in ‘Regards Qatar’).

The present Emir of the State of Qatar is His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani. The
Heir Apparent is His Highness Sheikh Jassim Bin Hamad Al Thani, supported by the cabinet
headed by the Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Abdulla Bin Khalifa Al Thani. His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Khalifa Al Thani is Deputy Prime Minister. The Emir acceded to power

in the 27th of June 1995, supported by ruling family and Qatari people.

* Fisheries Department GIS Database, MMAA, The State of Qatar.



